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AG RI CULTURE. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Hon. WILLIAM R. MERRIAM, 

Director of the Census. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for publica

tion in bulletin form, the statistics of agriculture for the 
state of Connecticut, taken in accordance with the provisions 
of section 7 of the act of March 3, 1899. rrhis section re
quires that-

rrhe schedules relating to agriculture shall comprehend the 
following topics: Name of occupant of each farm, color of occu
pant, .tenure, acreage, value of farm and improvements, acreage 
of different products, quantity and value of products, and number 
and value of live stock. All questions as to quantity am1 value of 
crops shall relate to the year ending December thirty-first next. 
preceding the enumeration. 

'l1he laud surface of Connecticut comprises 4, 845 square 
miles, of which 3,612.6, or 74.6 per cent, are contained in 
farms. ':Phe state lies on th~ southern slope of the New 
England hill region. I ts surf ace is much di versified. 
There are no mountains, but the many rivers which flow 
across the state from the north into Long Island Sound are 
flanked by numerous ranges of hills, rounded in the enst and 
increasing in ruggedness in the west. 

Only a small portion of the soil is arable and the 
acreage under the plow is less than 7 per cent of the farm 
area. Most of the tillable land is very fertile, producing 
crops that are surpassed in but few sections of the country. 
The larger portion of the arable land is found in the river 
valleys, of which the most important are the Connecticut 
and the Housatonic. Of such lands the area devoted to 
the production of hay is three times that used in the grow
ing of all other crops. The nonarable land is, as a rule, 
well adapted to grazing, pastures and woodlands consti
tuting nearly three-fourths of the acreage of farms. 

rrhe value of the 26,9t8 farms is $97,425,068, of which 
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$44, 983, 560, or 46. 2 per cent, represents the value of the 
buildings, and $52,441,508, or 53.8 per cent, the value of 
the hmd and improvements exclusive of buildings. 

The value of all farm products of 1899 was $28, 276, 948. 

The value of that portion of these products fed to live 
stock ·on the farms of the producers was $6, 178,000. 

Deducting this amount leaves $22, 098, 9<18, the gross in
come of all farms in 1809. ':Chis income equals 19.5 per 
cent of the capital invested in farm property. Under 
the term "farm prope1·ty" is included the value of the 
land, improvements, and buildings, implements and ma
chinery, and live stoek. 'rhis valuation June I, l!JOO, was 
$.113,305,580. 

In 1900, as in all preceding census years, no reports 
were secured of expenditures for taxes, interest, insurance, 
or feed purchased, and hence no statement of net farm 
income can be given. 

The dairy interest, the produce of which in 1899 waR 

valued at $7,090,188, or 32.l per cent of the gross income 
of farms, stands first in the agriculture of Conneeti.cut. 
If to this value be added the income derived from poultry 
and eggs, animals sold and slaughtered, wool and mohair, 
and honey and wax, the great relative importance of the 
animal industry is strikingly shown. 'l1he aggl'egate value 
of these items in 1899 was $11,651,359, or 52.7 per cent. 
of the income from all sources. 

Hay and forage and the cereals are not in Connecticut, 
as in many states, the sources of any considerable direct 
income, their production being almost wholly incident to 
the dairy and live-stock industries. rrhis is shown by the 
fact that in 1899 farm products, aggregating 85 per cent of 
the value of the year's production of hay and grain, were 
fed to live stoek on the farms of the producers. 



As earlv as J 640 the colonists discovered that the soil 
and climate of the Connecticut and Housatonic valleys were 
pt•enliarlv adapted to the successful cultivation of tobacco. 
This dis~overy was one of the factors leading to th~ emi · 
!.!"l':ttion from Massachusetts and the settlement of Connect
icut in the seventeenth century. 'I1he use of tobacco as 
a medium of exchange at that time, and the facility with 
which it has always been convertible into cash, have made 
this product a favorite with farmers possessing land suited 
to its growth. Most of the good tobacco land is found in 
Hartford county, which, in 1899, produced 80. 2 per cent 
of tlH' tobacco raised in the state, and over one-half of 
that grown in the 6 New England states. The lancl 
dt>\"ntt~rl to its culture in Connecticut in the same year was 
onlv Io, 120 acres, less tltan 2 per cent of the area of all 
rep;l!"ted crops, yet it brought to the producers the sum of 
:M,07 4,022, or 13. 9 per cent of the gross income. The 
avPrage value per acre of the crop was $303. 76, which was 
greater than that of any other product, except flowers 
grown in greenhouses. 

The area devoted to the growth of vegetables, including 
potatoes, sweet potatoes, and onions, was 39,499 acres, or 
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nearly four times that utilized in the cultivation of tobacco. 
The vegeta.bles grown ha<l a value of $2,981,653, au 
amount somewhat less than the sum realized from tobacco, 
but nearly two and a Im.If times as grm1t as the valne of 
the 6 cereals raised, which was $1,251,888. rrhe :10ren.go 
in veget~ibles was, however, only 5lL 8 per ecnt of that in 
cereals, while the average income per acre was over fom· 
times as great. This fact explains in pru·t the decline in tho 
cultivation of cereals, and the increase in t ha.t of garden 
products. Of the total value of the cernalH, $tJOJ, 885, or 
70. 5 per cent, represents the value of eom. Wheat is of 
little importa.uee, its acreage being leRA than . 5 per cent of 
that of all grains. 

Of the farms or Connecticut over 50 JH'I' cont reportecl 
receipts from forest products in 1899. rnrn value of thrnw 
products was $1, 275, 720, a, little more th::m $91.t, for each 
farm reporting such prorl uctA. 

Very respectfully, 



AGRICULTURE IN CONNECTICUT. 

GENERAL STATISTICS. 

NUMBER ~ND SIZE OF FARMS. 

The 26,948 farms of Connecticut comprise 2,812,083 
acres, or 7 4. 6 per cent of the total land surface of the 
state. The following table gives by decades, since 1850, 

the number of farms reported, the total and average 
acreage, and the per cent of farm land improved : 

TABLE 1.-FARMS AND FARM ACREAGE: 1850 TO 1900. 

NUMBER OF .ACRES IN FARMS. 
Per cent Num-

CENSUS YEAR. ber of 

Tora! j' P'~~;.,.. 
of farm 

farms. Uniln- land im-
proved. Average. proved. 

---
1900 _____________ 

26, 948 2, 312, 083 1, 064, 525 1,247, 558 86 46.0 
1890 ________ ------ 26,350 2, 253, 432 1, 379, 419 874, 013 86 61.2 1880 ___________ - . 30, 598 2, 453, 541 1, 642, 188 811, 353 80 66. 9 
1870 ______ ------ - 25, 508 2, 364, 416 1, 646, 752 717, 6().1 93 69.6 1860 _____________ 25, 180 2, 504, 264 1, 830, 807 673, 457 99 73. 1 1850 _____________ 22,445 2, 383, 879 1, 768, 178 615, 701 106 74.2 

rrhe increase, since 1850, of 4,503 in the number of 
farms, is due to a division of the farms of the earlier date, 
and not to an increase in the area used in farming. r~rhe 

proportion of improved farm land has decreased steadily 
from '74.2 per cent, in 1850, to 46 per cent, in 1900. 

T'he largest relative decrease occurred in the last decade, a 
large acreage in every county, which ten years before was 
classed as improved, being reported in 1900 as unimproved. 
Of the area once reported as improved,· but returned in 
1900 as unimproved, it is probable that the greater portion 
was formerly meadow or tillable lands now used for pas
ture, and in some cases permitted to revert to a semiwilc1 
sta,te. Such changes in the use of land are incidental to 
the growth in Connecticut in the last fifty years of the 
fairy interest and an increase in the area devoted to market 
gardening. They have led and are leading to a more per
fect cultivatfon of the area classed as improved, resulting 
n a largely increased production of hay and vegetables, 

and enabling the farmers to keep a greater number of 
domestic animals and to secure larger farm incomes with 
smaller expenditure of hunum labor. 

FARM RESOURCES AND PRODUCTS. · 

The values of farm land and improvements, implements 
and machinery, live stock, and farm prod nctH, are given 
m Table 2 for each census year, beginning with 1850. 
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rrABLTJ1 2.-,-VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY AND PROD· 
DOTS: 1850 TO 1900. 

i Land, im- !I CENSUS Total value I Implements I Farm 
YEAR. of farm I provemcnts, and Live stock. 

property. and build- machinery. I· P'oduct..' ings. 
,f ___ 

1900 _______ i $113, 305, 580 i $1>7, 425 068 $4, 948, 300 $10, 932, 212 $:28, 276, 948 
1890 --··---- 108, 050, 708 9[), 000, 595 3, 075, 495 9, 97'1, 618 17, 924,HJO 
rnso __ ----- 135, 1sri, 834 I 121,063, 910 3, 162, G28 10, 950, 296 18,010, 075 
1870 • ______ 145. 0"3, .,, 1 12-1, 241, 382 3, 2'16, 5\J9 17, 541), Q:JS 3:.!6,482, 150 
18ti0 ------- 104, 480, 565 90, 830,005 2, 339, 481 11,:n1,orn --------------
W30 ------- 82., 086, 453 72, 726,422 1, 892, 541 7,467, 4\JO --------- -----

i 

1 For year preceding that designated. 
•2 V~luesin1870wercreportcd inclepreciatecl clll'rency. To reduce to the specie 

basis of the other :figures they mu~t be diminished bY one-fifth. 
a Ineludcs betterments and additions to live stock. 

In the last ten years the total farm wealth of Connecticut 
increased $5, 254, 872. Of this amount, $2,424,473, or 46.1 
per cent, represents the increase in the value of land, im~ 
provements, ancl buildings; $1,872,805, or 35.7 per cent, 
that of implements ancl machinery; and $957,594, or 18.2 

per cent, that of live stock. The value of the farm products 
of 18DO was $28, 276, 948, or 57. 8 per cent in excess of that 
of 1889. A portion of the increase in values noted in the 
ca.se of farm products and of implements and ma.chinery, 
is doubtless merely apparent, the result of a more detailed 
enumeration of these items in 1900 than heretofore. 

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY RA.CE .AND TENURE. 

Table 3 gives a com1Jarative exhibit of farm tenure for 
1880, 1890, and 1900. In rrable 4 the tenure of farms for 
1900 is given by race of farmer. 'rl1e farms under the 
classification "owners" in Table 3 are subdivided in rrable 
4 into groups, designated as "owners," ''part owners," 
''owners and tenants," and ''managers." These terms 
denote, respectively: (1) Farms openttecl by individuals 
who own all the land they cultivate ; (2) farms operated 
by individuals who own a part of the land a11c1 rent the 
remainder from others; (3) farms operated under the joint 
direction and by the united labor of two or more individ
uals, one owning the farm or a part of it, and the other, 
or others, owning no part, bnt receiving for supervision 
or labor a share of the proc1ucts ; and ( 4) farms operated 
by individuals who receive for their supervision and other 
services a fixed salary from the owners. 



TABLE ~.-NUMBER AND PER CENT OF FARMS OF 
SPJWIFIED 'rENURES: 1880 TO moo. 

NlDrnER OF FARMS 
OPERATED BY- OPEJ:ATED BY

II 
PER CENT OF FARll!S 

Total 
nnmber 

11-----:----~-, -CENSt:s YEAR. of c l 
1

1 c h 
I .. as 1 

1

i Share , as Share 
farms. owners. ten- ; tenants 0\\ ners. ten- tenants. I ______ .... ants. · · II ants. > 

-Hlf_lO _____ -_-__ -__ -__ -J 211, \l.J8 22~, 438101 --22-, ~110632 ,..,9,03± 11 88z. ~ 180. :03 --23-. 65 
lX'lU 1· ''ti 3[)() 2 .. 7.),' 4'"'1·>. ' " I o. ,, . • ' 

~s~-=~~~======i ao: 598 _ _ 1, 920 1, 206 I 89. s 6. 3 3. 9 

TA.nr,i.~ 4.-NUMBEH. OF FARMS CLASSIFIED BY RACE 
AND 'rI~~URE, .TUNE l, 1900, WI'l'H PERCENTAGES. 

PART 1.-NU!IIBER OF FARMS OF SPECIFIED TENURES. 

=====c=.=========;=========;=====:;====::;====;==== 
Total I Part Own- Cash Share 

RACE. num- I Own- own- ers and Man- ten- ten-
her of ers. ers. ten- agers. ants. ants. 
farms. ! ants. 

__ T_h_e_S-ta-te-. __ -_-__ -_:J 26,948 i\ 21,224 1,132 / 3491 77;
1 

2,763 . 704 

White --------------I 2G, 8391-21, 148 1, 130 1----;g--1·-759 2, 745 --;g 
Colored 1 ----------- 109 , 76 2 1 7 18 5 

! 

PAHT :!.-PER CENT OF FARMS OF SPECIFIED TENURES. 

Tht: ~tate _____ i_:_o_o~ 78.7 ~.1~1_2.9 I 10,3 ! 2.G 

White ______________ ', 100. 0 ~ ----z21---uJI ; ; 
1

. 10. 2 I 2. 6 
t'uluredt ___________ 

1 

100.0 69.8 1.8 0.9 6.4 
1 

16.51 --~ 

1 Including 2 InO.ian~. 

Of the farms of 1900 classified in Table 3 as those of 
"owners," 21,224 were farms which were owned by 
the operators; 1, 132 were farms, a part of each of which 
was owned and a part leased; 349 were farms operated 
jointly by their owners in partnership with tenants; and 
770 were conducted by salaried managers. The farms of 
owners included under these four subclasses aggregated, in 
1880, 27,4i2. In twenty years, they decreased in number 
3, 901, while rented farms increased from 3, 126 to 3,467. 

The number of cash tenants increased from I, 920 to 2, 763, 
and the share tenants decreased from 1, 206 to 704. The 
farms operated by their owners in 1880 constituted 89. 8 
per cent of all farms, and, in 1900, 87. I. rrhere was thus 
a decrPase in the relative as well as in the actual number 
of farms operated by their owners. 

OWNERSHIP OP RENTED F .A.RMS. 

The ~wnership of 3,276 of the 3,467 rented farms was 
ascertarned by the enumerators That of 191 . was unre-
~or.te?. 1,he titles to the 3,276 farms are vested in 3,158 
rndrnduals, or an average of a little more than 103 farms 
to au hundred owners. Of the 3,158 owners, 3,058 possess 
l farm each, the others holding titles of from 2 to 6 

farms each, as follows: 87 2. 11 3. l 5. anci 1 6 Th 
. I ' ' ' ' , , ' . e 

tit es to 2,890 farms are held by 2 772 . 'd f 0 . , 1es1 ents o on-
nect1cut ; of these farms 2 5 r- 3 1 t d . h • • . , , u are oca e m t e same 
counties with their owners Of th . i , . e nonres1c ent owners 
~:f rented farms, 337 are residents of the North Atlantic 
~tates, ll' of the South Atlantic, 22 of the North Oentul 
ti of the South Ce t I 7 f h ' . n ra , o t e Western States, and 3 of 
foreign countrieR. 
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No nonresident possesses more than one farm in Con
necticut, and all of the farms thus owned nnmher hnt 
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386. These farms constitute less than one iu 70 of those 
in the state, and have an average value of $3, 7 o I. N ou
resident owners are not, therefore, relatively very mmuw
ous, and their average holdings are so smn.11 as to neg:iti ve 
the assumption that any considernble nmnbnr of them 
belong to what, in othel' la.nds, iH known as a pernrnmmt 
class of nonresident landlords. 'rlie further fact that only 
100 residents of the state possess m01·c thau l reutccl 
farm each, and of these only 13 own more than 2 farms 
each, when taken in conneci;iou with the average value of 
rented farms, demonstrates that there is not growing up 
in the state, nny more than outi:dde of it, a, penn:tncmt 
class of land owners deriving their support from tenn.ut
operated farms in Connecticut. 

FARM WEALTH 01<' WIIITiil AND cor_,omcJ> 1rARl\'IlmR. 

Of the colored farmers of Oonneeticut, 2 a.re I rnfoms, 
and 107 are negroes. 'rlie two Indian fn.rmm'H are- both 
owners. Their farms contain i57 acrm; of ln.ncl, worth, 
with their buildings, implementR, a.n<l live~ stoek, $0, 087 
Of the negro farmers, 7 4 are ownerH, 2 a.rti part own ors 
7 are salaried managers, 18 cash tenrmts, 5 sham tlm:mts 
and 1 operates his farm in partnership with a te11aut. rr1w 
value of the farms owned by negroes, including tho implo
ments, machinery, and live stock upon them, togt\t}wr 
with the value of the implements, maehimn·y, and live Ht<wl 
upon the farms which other negroes operate as tenants, iH 
$101, 192. This amount is probably Homewh:it in excmH:l 
of the actual wealth of the negro fa.rmei·s of Connectim11J 

Table 5 gives a classification by tenure of the mtmher 
and area of farms and the value of property on farms oµer 
ated by white and colored farmers, respectively. 'ra.lll(\ 6 
presents a similar classification of the average va.lues of tht 
several forms of farm property, .June 1, 1900, and of the 
products of 1899 not fed to live stock, :1nd the per cent of 
the value of those products to the tota.1 value of faru 
property. 

TABLE 5.-NUMBER AND AREA OP I1'AHMS, AND VALTJ!i 
OF FARM PROPER'l'Y, .TUNID 1, HWO, CT1AHSll1'mI> By 
RACE OF FARMER, AND BY TrnNUlUD WITH PEH-
CENTAGES. ' 

I 
Acrrns IN J!'AitMS. VALUB OJ!' l•'Ait~I 

I'lt<lt'Hll'.l'Y. 

RACE OF FARl\fER, AND Num~ 11----,----~---·-- -·--·-------··~-- ··-
'rENURE. ber of 

farms. Aver-
uge 'l'otal Per 

Ib~i~- number. cent. •rota!. Per 
ennt. 

The State___________ 26, 948 85. 8 2, 312, 083 100. o $113, :105, 580 mo. o 

~gi~i 66~;~~Nti~~:rsl=== -2-6• ~-~-~ ··-~~-: ~- 2, 3o~·-~r :c::=9~=: :~-::.:i i-.-,,,n·''·a :· .... ~ ····~·1 .. 1':'·'~-··~~· --, ~~:~ 

Owners ___________ _ 
Part owners -------
Owners and te1iaiits _____ _ 
Managers ----------====-
~~sh tenants-----------== 

are tenants---------·--

---- -----~- ----
21, 224 
1, 1!32 

349 
776 

2, 763 
704 

I 

82. 0 1, 739, 477 
114. 8 129, !M2 
118. 5 41, :155 
134. 9 104, 667 
80. 3 221, 79,1 

106. 3 7•1, 84.8 

1 Includmg 2 Indians. 

75.2 
5. 6 
1.8 
4.5 
9.G 
a.s 

Ha, 228, 337 7:l. 5 
7, 22K, Blil 0. ·1 
l,!J21,li50 1.7 
7, 91if>, ().Jl 7. 0 
9, 745, 0:14 8.11 
S, 214, 237 2. H 



TABI,E 6.-AYERAGE YAIJUES OF FARM PROPERTY AND 
PRODUCTS, CLASSIFIED BY RACE OF FARM1£H. AND 
BY TENURE. 

AVBltAGE VALUES PER FARM OF-

Farm pro11erty, .Tune 1, 1900. // 

'~----,.-
RACE OF FAitMER ANT> [ 1· Products 

TENUlrn, I a~~li~- Imple- l~~n~~ 

(~~~~~t ~~:~SC~- ~:m~:- S~~6~. ;~;~~~ 

Per !'ent 
of prod
ucts not 
fed, to 

value of 
farm 

property. 

build- ery. 
ings). 

-------- ------------- ---- ----
The State_________ $1, 946 $1, 669 

Total white farmers____ 1, 9,19 l, 673 
Totiil colored farmers 1~ 1, 16G 731 

0 wners ________________ _ 
Part owners ___________ _ 
Owners and tenants ___ _ 
Managers ______________ _ 
Cash tenants----------
Share tenants----------

1, 761 1, 604 
3, 217 2,228 
2, 481 2, 126 
5, 417 3, 791 
l, 750 1, 27·1 
2, 161 1, 71H 

$184 $406 

184 ,107 
70 157 

175 381 
282 658 
279 628 
387 G(i9 
140 3fi8 
186 506 

1 Including 2 [nclinns. 

$S20 

8'''' 
354 

764 
1, ()38 
1,387 
1, 091 

fi85 
1,160 

19.5 

1\). 5 
16.6 

19.5 
25. 7 
25.2 
10. 6 
19.4 
25.4 

The average area of the farms of colored farmers is 38. 5 

acres while that of white farmers is 86 acres, or more than 
twice as great. 'l'he lands, buildings, implements, and live 
stock on the farms of white farmers have much higher 
values per farm than those of colored farmers. 

RELATIVE AREAS AND VALUES OF FARMS OF DIFFERENT 

TEND.RES. 

The average size of all farms in Connecticut is 85. 8 

acres; of farms of "owners," 82 acres; "part owners," 
114.8; "owners and tenants," 118.5; "managers," 134.9; 
"cash tenants," 80. 3, and "i:;hare tenants," 106. 3. rraking 
these figures in connection with those of Table 6, it is found 
that the farms of ''managers" are not only larger, but more 
valuable per acre, than the farms of any other group 
classified by tenure. The farms of ''part owners" and 
those of "owners and tenants" are larger than the farms 
of any other group, except that of ''managers." '11hey 
are also more valuable, and show both for white and 
colored farmers the greatest percentages of gross income 
to total value of farm property. The group of farms 
with managers returns the smallest percentage of income. 

FARMS CLASSIFIED BY AREA. 

For farms classified by area, Tables 7 ancl 8 give, with 
slight variations, the facts shown in Tables 5 and 6 for 
farms by race an cl tenure. 

TABLE '1.-NUMBER AND ACREAGE OF FARMS, AND 
. VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900, CLASSI

FIED BY AREA, WITH PERCENTAGES. 

NUMBER OF ACRES IN FARMS. 
VALUE OF FARM 

FAitMS. PROPERTY. 

.A.RE.A.. 

Total. I c~i!t. Total. Per Total. Per 
cent. cent. 

The State _________ __[ 26, 9481100. ':._ 2, 312, 083 100.0 $113, 305, 580 100.0 
----

Under 3 acres ------------ 377 1. 4 893 ------- 887, 711 0.8 
3 to 9 acres --------------- 2,050 7.6 12,408 0.5 4,856,863 4.3 
10 to 19 acres ------------- 2, 699 10.0 38, 361 1. 7 7, 920, 755 7.0 
20 to 49 acres ------------- G,218 23.1 204, 106 8.8 20,186,337 17.8 
i:iO to 99 acres ------------- G, 943 25.8 485, 968 21. 0 27,414,666 24.2 
100 to 174 acres----------- 5,·194 20.4 695, 076 30.1 26, 797,881 23. 7 
175 to 259 acres----------- 1, 945 7.2 401, 977 17.4 13,425,608 11.8 
260 to 499 acres ----------- 1, 009 3. 7 327, 149 14.2 8, 787, 704 7.8 
500 to 999 acres ----------- 187 0.7 111, 087 4.8 2,416,892 2.1 
1,000 acres and over------ 26 0.1 35, 058 1. 5 611,163 0.5 
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TABLE 8.-AYERAGE VALUES OF FARM PROPERTY AND 
PlWDUOTS, OIJASSIFIED BY AH.EA. 

.A.Im.A., 

AVERAGE VALUES PER FARM OF-

Farm property, June 1, 1900. 

Land 
and im
proYe
men ts 

(exeept 
build
ings). 

Build
ings. 

Imple
ments 

nnd 
m::whin~ 

ery. 

Live 
stock. 

Products 
of 1899 
not fml 
to live 
stock. 

Per cent 
of prod
ucts not 
fed, to 

value of 
form 

property. 

-------- -··-·-··----------- ---- ----
The State ________ ~1, 9•16 $1,669 $184 $4.0fi $820 19.5 

·---~--------- --- ---
Under 3 acres :.. ________ 775 1,4·19 57 7.1 579 24.6 
3 to 9 acres ------------ 852 1,327 75 115 369 lii. 6 
10 to 19 aeres ---------- 1, 245 1,422 104 16-1 4M 15.4 
20 to 49 acres ---------- 1,423 1,4G(i 134 22:~ 570 17.G 
50 to 99 acres ---------- 1, 8•18 1 53,1 183 38! 794 20.1 
100 to 174 acres -------- 2, 311 1:774 231 5(i2 1,Qi)2 21. 6 
175 to 2ii9 acres-------- 3,475 2,321 299 so:~ 1, 359 19. 7 
2no to 499 ncres -------- 4,379 2,803 391 l, l:l(i 1, 841 21.1 
500 to 999 acre~ -------- 6, 127 4,584 633 l, 581 2, 422 18. 7 
1,000 acres and over ___ 13, 215 6,fi88 1,042 2,51ll 4, 264 18.1 

The average values given in Table 8 are, with the excep
tion of those of buildings and products, lowest for farms 
conta,ining less than 3 acres, and rise in an unbroken series 
to tho~e containing 1,000 acres and over. The average 
gross income per acre is smallest for the farms containing 
over 1,000 acres, and greatest for those containing less 
than 3 acres. For the former it is $3. 16 per acre, and for 
the latter, $244. 51. In the group of farms with less thau 
3 acres are many florists' establishments, hence the high 
averages per farm and per acre for all values shown in the 
tables for that group. 

Of the farms containing over 1,000 acres, 19 are operated 
by ''owners," 2 by ''part owners," 3 by '' manngers," an cl I 
each by '' cn,sh tenants" and ''share tena1.1ts." r.rhe farms 
of ''managers" are relatively most numerous in the groups 
containing over l 00 acres. In the state as a whole there 
are nearly 4 times as many' "cash" as "share tenants." 
In the groups containing less than 100 acres, the "cash 
tenants" are from 5 to 6 times a·s numerous as ''share 
tenants," while in the groups containing over 100 acl'es, 
the ratios are quite different. For farms with 175 to 259 

acres, the "cash tenants" are only twice as numerous as the 
"share tenants." For farms of 500 to 999 acres, the 
"cash tenants" are not quite twice as numerous as the 
''share tenants," and for those with 1,000 acres ancl over, 
the "cash tenant" and "share tenant" farms number the 
same. 

·l!,ARMS CLASSIFIED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME. 

Tables 9 and 10 present the leading facts concerning the 
number,·areas, values, and average values of farms and farm 
products classified by principal source of income. If for 
any farm 40 per cent of the products of 1899 not fed to live 
stock consists of hay and grain, the farm is designated a 
hay and grain farm. Should 40 per cent of the products 
consisi of vegetables, the farm is designated a vegetable 
farm. The farms of the other groups are classified in 
accordance with the same general principle. Farms with 
no income reported in 1899 are classified according to the 
agricultural operations upon other farms in the same 
locality. 



~ ER AND AREA OF FARMS, AND VALUE 
·r.£.m.E 9.-NUM1bPERTY JUNE 1 1900 CIJASSIFIED BY 
~f~I:~~r?~oURCE 'oF INC0~1E, WITH PERCENT-

AGES. 

l'RlNCil'AL SOl'I:CE OF 
INCOME. 

NUMBER OF 
FARMS. 

ACRES IN FARMS. 

Total. c~~t Total \ !eiit 

YALUE OF FARM 
PROPERTY. 

Total 
Per 

cent. 

---------1--- ---1---11-----1---
$113, 305, 580 100.0 The State ___________ 26, 948 100.0 2, 312, 083 100.0 

-
6.8 1, 917 7.1 153, 670 6. 6 7, 762, 461 

Hay e.ml grain --------- 1,841 6.8 81, 924 3. 5 8, 322, 149 7.3 
Veg~tables --------------- 1\64 2.1 30, 868 1. 3 2, 621,810 2.3 
Frtut --------------------- 7,045 2G. l 506, 821 21. 9 21, 057, 370 18. 6 
Live stock --------------- 8, 296 30. 8 879, 975 38.1 41,332, 713 313.fi 
nairy produce.----------- 1, 960 7. 3 133, 013 5.8 10.196,800 9.0 
TnbaPco _____ ----··------ - · 0.6 1,894 0.1 'I, 313, 286 1 •) 
FlGwt-rs anrl plants------ 168 

23 0.1 1,863 0.1 296, 940 0.3 
Ntm:(·ry stock-------··---- 5,134 19. l 522,055 22.6 20,402,051 18.0 
Miscellaneous------------

T:\.BLE 10.-A VERAGE VALUES OF li'ARM PROPERTY 
.AND PRODUCTS OLASSU'IED BY PRINCIPAL SOURCE 
OF INCOME. 

AVERAGE VALUES PJ!;R FARM OF-

Farm property, June 1, 1900. 

PRINCIPA_J, sot:RCE oF 
1 

Land 

1

1 

INCOME. I and im-
prove- , Build
ment<i '1 ings 

(exeept · 
lmild-
ings). 

Imp1e-

~~:~f5 Live 
machin- stock. 

ery. 

Products 
of 1899 
not fed 
to live 
stock. 

Per cent 
of procl
uct"l not 
fed, to 

value of 
farm 

property. 

--------:l--·--1--------------
Tile f~tate---·----·-! ~,1,946 $1,669 $184 $406 $820 19.5 

~~r,~~\~~~~:::::fflll Hi !~ m ;:: · 1H 
Live !'toek. ___________ .. l 1: 2\17 1, 219 136 337 487 16. 3 
llairy 1•roduce ____ .. ____ :i· .1'l~.·s~ 1

2
,
13
8±

18
6 

2
2
3
s9 605 1, 005 20. 2 

'l'o!Juec''L--------------, -· ,,, .. 402 l, 842 · 3ii. 4 
l':k.wers and plants_ .. __ \ :.!, FS9 4, 631 199 98 3, 028 38. 7 
~~m;er;y ~toek --------- H, 153 3, 221 213 323 6, 758 52. 3 
Mu:cellaneous _________ i 1,852 1,567 187 368 718 18.1 

The dairy farms have the largest average area, 106.1 
acres. The other g1·oups shown in Tables 9 and 10 have 
average acreages as follows: Miscellaneous, 101. 7; nursery 
stock, 81; hay and grain, 80.2; live stock, 71.9; 
tobacco, 67. 9 ; fruit, 54. 7 ; vegetable, 44. 5 ; and :flower 
and plant, 11.3. Of all farms, owners operate 78. 7 per 
cent, but they conduct a smaller per cent of the farms in 
each of the groups mentioned above, except florists' estab
lishments and miscellaneous farms. Nurseries, :florists' 
establishments, tobacco farms, and dairies report the largest 
average gross income of any group of farms classified by 
principal source of income, and hay and grain farms the 
lowest. Nurseries have the largest average investment in 
farm property; live-stock and miscellaneous farms the 
sm~llest. Of the farms of Connecticut, 7, 045 are designated 
'' hve-stock" farms. Their average size is 71.9 acres, and 
theirave.rage income is $487,or $6.77 per acre. vVith 
the exception of hay and grain farms, no other group 
reports a smaller average income per acre. 'I1he average 
for hay and grain farms is $3. 61. The live-stock farms in 
Connecticut are those of farmers who for various reasons 

I . ' ' cu t1vttte but little, if any, land, and keep but few dairy 
cows. 'rhey keep a small number of domestic animals and 
poultry, and receive a smaller return from their land than 
might be received therefrom by more active management. 
Many of the hay and grain farms are farms that are semi
abandoned, the only product obtained therefrom being hay. 
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FARMS CLASSIFIED BY REPOR'rED VALUE OF PRODUCTS N01', 

FED TO LIVE STOCK. 

Tables 11 and 12 present data relating to farms classified. 
by the reported value of products not fed to live stock. 
Of the farms of the state, 136 report no income, and 581 
incomes of less than $50 each. ':Che absence of incomes 
in the first case and the small incomes in the second are 
due to a number of causes. Some of the farms were prac .. 
tically unoccupied in 1899, but were being cult.ivatecl at 
the time of the enumeration in 1900. In this clmis •tl'e 

included the semiabandoned farms of 1 SO!J, from which 
only a little hay was gathered, or on which lmt. a. few 
acres of land were cultivated. Some of the farnrn with 
little or no reported income had changed ownerH or ten
ants, and the farmers in charge .Tune 1, moo, were tumble 
to give definite informatiou concerning tho products of tlw 
preceding year. To this extent, the report falls r-;Jrnrt nf 
giving a complete exhibit of the incomes of the formH in 
1899. Other farms reporting little or no ineomm1 arn 
summer homes or estates held for plrnit·fftre, arn1 not, for 
the profit to be derived from farming. rro thif:.1 cl:tHH 

belong many of the farms wHh reported incomcH of from 
$50 to $99. Among the farrnH with iin rnpo1·titi<1 hwo1tw 
are 3 florists' establishments co11tnfoing lPHH t1utu :i nerm1 
each, which were established in 1809 a.ml trnlcl no protlnnt.H 
that year. rrhe perceut::tgcs of income upnn inVOStllWlltH 
form a continuous upward sPries from tho group with tlw 
smallest to that with the largl~st average ineouw. 

TABLE 11.-NUMBER AND AREA OF' 111A1tM8, AND VAl;Ufl} 
OF FARM PROPrnWl'Y, .llJN!i} 1, moo, CT.1A8RH,n~o BY 
RT£PoRrrED VAI...1UE OF' PROI>UO~rs .N0'1, I~1 rnu ~PO T1l vrn 
STOCK, WITH PEIWEN'l1 AGIDS. 

NUl\!IlElt OF 
FAltMS. 

Tot11l. 

A!.lltl~R IN 1''AltMH. 

'l'ottLl. 

YA T.l~ 1': 111" l•'Ar,~! 

l'lt0l 1Jm'l'Y. 

'l'ottd. 

•······· .. 
'l'he Sbtte___________ 2fl, 948 100. o 2, 312, 08:! 100. o $U:l, :mri, i1SO 100. o 

:f.'0---------------·---------1=~-J.30=-oJi- =:-:-~i:·;;;~l, O.~'" •10i1,1iHl O,·l 
$1 to $49---.. ----.. ·------·· .. 581 2. 2 20, 221 o. u 1, ur11, rioo o. \I 
$50 to $99 ··---· .... • ·-- ·-·--· 1, 279 4, 7 (181 HJ.l I) 1 2, 4fi t, 42li 2, 2 
$100to$z49----····---------l 4,905 18.2 217,4:M u:.1 10,7:1:1,mm ~l.f• 
$250to$'499-··---···--------f 6,785 21i.2 1J.ll,.~!:J Hl.1 20 :.>tM !!:J'I l'i.H 
$500to$999-,.------··-···· ! 6,510 2·1.2 n2:1,or1'.l 27.U 21;in1'.1nii :.!l.o 
$1,000 to $2,4\19_ --- ·---·- --· · 1 fi, 2ii8 lll. 5 nu, r11;1; :m. 7 a:i, 1m, u: . .n :m. o 
$'2,500anclover _____ .......... 1,494 fi.5 2·1a,Hoa 10.fi 17,227,\mU Fi.:.! 

___ ,,, .. --·~-·-·-·--·----------·---·-~-,,_,_ .... """"5"'--~~«P-~•·•"''""''•"°'.-" < 

TABLE rn.-AVIDH.AC.HD VALUES OF PARM: J.>H.oi>11~arev 
AND PIWDUOTS, CI;ASSili'IED BY ImPmrrKD \' ALUJi~ 
OF PRODUCTS NOT FED TO I.iIVID S'.L10UK. 

Y ALUE OF PRODUCTS 
NOT FED TO LlVB 

STOCK. 

The State ________ 

$0 _______ ---··-----. ---··-
$1 to $4\l ______ ---.. ·---··-
$50 to $9\l ---------. _ ... 
$100 to $'249 ··--------··--
$250 to $499 ------------
$500 to &999 ------ .. -----1 $1, 000 to$~, 499 ---··---·· 
$2, 500 and ove1· -··-----·-

AVmtM.lE VALUES l'Elt l!'AltM OF-

ll'arm property, ,Tuno 1, l !JOO. 

Land 
and im
prove
men ts 
(except 
build
ings). 

$1, 946 
==---= 

1, 598 
671 
819 
952 

1,318 
1, 915 
3,061 
5, 767 

Build
ings. 

$1, 669 

--= 
1,863 
1,016 

962 
1,oa2 
1,295 
l, 627 
2,366 
4,038 

Imple-
n~~i:f8 Hvo 

mnchin- stock. 
ery. 

$181! $400 
~=' 

69 111 
fl{) 7:1 
M ~:\<! 
72 132 

119 2Hi 
192 439 
SOfi 729 
550 1,176 

$820 

"""""""29" 
86 

175 
Hli\l 
7ll7 

1, li07 
4,112 

19. ti 

-··-~"-To 

4.6 
8.0 

12. l 
17.0 
28.S 
85.7 



Beginning with the smallest, the average acreages of farms 
grouped by income are as follows : 4 9. 7 ; 34. 8 ; 3 7. 6 ; 44. 3 ; 

65.1; 95.7; 135.2; 163.2. The farms with no reported 
incomes have areas varying from less than 3 to over 500 
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acres, and are operated as follows: 96 by ''owners" and 
"part owners," 3 by "manager11," 35 by "cash tenants," 
and 2 by ''share tenants." 

TABLE 13.-NUMBER AND AREA OF FARMS AND VALUE OF FARM PROPERTY, JUNE 1, 1900; VALUE OF PROD-
UCTS OF 1899 NOT FED TO LIVE STOCK, AND EXPENDITURES IN 1899 FOR LABOR AND FERTILIZERS, UY 
COUNTIES. 

NUMBE!I OF FARMS. ACHES IN FAitlllS. ; VALUE Ol!' 1''AHlll l'l:UJ'Im'l'Y. EXPENDI'fUHES. 

Value of 
COUN'l'IE8. 

1. 

Landand Imple- products 
With improve- not fed to Im-

I 
Buildings. men ts Live stock. live stock. Labor. Fertilizers. Total. ~uild-1 Total. proved. men ts and ma-mgs. (except 

buildings). chinery. 

The Stat·~ --------------- 26, 948 26,507 2,312,083 1, 064,525 I $52, 441, 508 $4-1, 983, 560 $4, 9,18, 300 $10, !l32, 212 $22, 098, 9·18 $4,103,420 $1, 078, 2-10 
~----·-~ ---

F!tiriield ---------------------- 4,727 4,645 280,106 162, 061 13, 264, 060 9, 571, 680 903, 450 1, 71l3, 097 3, 627, 273 759, 360 101, 080 

~~~I;~~fu==========:::::=::::= 1, 023, 350 528, 970 5, 110 5,015 348,806 198, 562 11,271,468 10, 622, 840 1, 102, 530 1, 993, 974 6, 030, 460 
62,280 

Middlesex ----- _ --------------
4, 104 4,086 471, 151 230,287 7,115,230 ti, 241, G90 677, 690 2, 131,325 3, 397, 429 644, \HO 

220, 300 53, 680 1, 788 1, 766 150, 605 51,491 2, 699, 550 2, 386, l(;iQ 287, 210 629,517 1, 171, 168 

Kew Haven ___________________ 3,472 3,416 260, 305 126, 4A6 7, 7:33, 910 6, 018, 350 713, 280 1,408,484 3, 017, 889 ()24, 580 155,260 New London __________________ 82,680 3,014 2,960 32,1, 706 127, 331 4, llii2,210 4, 058, 1\10 I '17B, 170 1, 2fJ2, 941 2, 092, 913 360, 850 Tolland _______________________ 137, •100 49,380 
Windham _____________________ 2,120 2,109 205,693 65,li08 2,379, 380 2,4'd9,<JHO I 333, l\JO 7:1:-l, 766 1, 22<J, om~ 

44,910 2,553 2,510 270, 711 102,709 3,825, 700 3, 584, 720 457, 780 1,019, 108 1, 532, 753 282, 640 

COUNTY STA'I'ISTICS OF AGRICULTURE. 

Fairfield and Middlesex counties report fewer farms in 
1900 than in 1800, and decreased acreage and values. All 
other counties report more farms although some show a 
slight diminution in the total farm value. All the counties. 
report an increase in the value of farming implements and 
machinery :u1d, with the exception of Fairfield county, 
greater resources iu live stock. In two counties, 'l1olland 
and \V indham, the value of the buildings exceeds that of 
the land and other improvements. In these counties, 
however, the average value of buildings per acre of farm 
land is very low, being $12.15 in Tolland county, while in 
Fairfield county, it is $34.17. ':I.1he average value of farm 
land exclusive of buildings also finds its extremes in these 
counties, ~eing for the former $11.57 per acre and for the 
latter $47. 35 per acre. These hjgh average values in Fair
field county arise in part from its close proxim_ity to New 
York city markets, and in part from the fact that many of 
the farms are owned as homes and kept in a high state of 
improvement by individuals in business in that city. 

CI,ASSIFICA'.l'ION, NUMHJ<.:R, AND VALUE OF LIVE STOCK. 

At the request of the various live-stock associations of 
the country, a new classification of domestic animals was 
adopted for the ~ensus of 1900. Neat cattle are grouped 
by age in accordance with their present and prospective 
relations to the dairy industry and to the supply of meat 
products. Horses and mules are classified by age, a.nd 
neat cattle and sheep by age and sex. ':Che new classifica
tion permits very close comparison with the :figures ob
tained at preceding decennial periods. 

Table 14 gives the number, value, a.nd average value 
per head of all live stock on fai·rns and the number of 
domestic animals not on farms. 

TABLE 14.-NU}fBER AND VALUE OF DO::'d:ITI3'rIO ANI
MALS, FOWI.18, AND BEES, JUNE 1, 1900. 

ON FAHMS AND RANGES. I Not on 
. ' farms 

Number. Value IA vernge rag~es · I value. __ ,.,_·_· 

LIVE STOOK. Age, in years. 

Calyes ---------------
Steers----------------
Steers --------------- __ 
Steers-----------------
Bnlls---------------··--Heifers _______________ _ 
Cows kept for milk __ _ 
Cows and heifers not 

Under 1 --------
1 and u11der 2 __ 
2 and under 3 __ 
3 and over------
1 and over _____ _ 
1 and under 2 __ 
2 and over _____ _ 
2 and over _____ _ 

kept for milk. 
Colts------------------ Under 1 -------
Horses---------------- 1 and under 2 __ 
Horses---------------- 2 and over _____ _ 
:Mule colts------------ Under 1 -------
Mules_________________ 1 and under 2 __ 
:Mules----------------- 2 and over-----
Asses and burros______ All ages--------
Lambs---------------- Under 1 --------
Sheep (ewes)--------- 1 ancl over _____ _ 
Sllce1> (rams and I 1 and over _____ _ 

37, 300 
3,356 
3,254 
7,2Hl 
f>,025 

21l,'176 
120, •1B4 

7,994 

429 
1,480 

50, 6G7 
20 
27 

231 
24 

13, \!fj6 
20, 6ii5 
2,366 I 

$293, 317 
59, 630 
97, 538 

439,034 
120, 728 
41il, 570 

4, 2G2,5-i5 
20\l, \103 

17, 952 ! 9,1 mo 
3, 101: (j~i() 

6f\O 
1,810 

20,21ii'l 
780 

40, 302 
85, i30 
11, 388 

wethers). 

~~A~~e================= ~H ~~~~ :=:::::: 46, ~~ s2~: g~~ 
Fo·wls:i 

$7.86 
17. 77 
29.97 
60.82 
24.03 
17.48 
33. 71 
20.2li 

41. 85 
o:~. 5B 
73.0G 
33.00 
67.04 
87.73 
32.50 
2.89 
4.15 
4.81 

7.04 
6.21 

Number. 
61\l 
107 
167 
UJ4 

1\1 
487 

6,087 
29·1 

46 
104 

40, 509 

1 
·16 
18 
58 
\JU 
1 

Chickens2 _________ ------------------! 1, 073, 026) 

~~~:::~=========== ==================' ~; ~§6 644, 050 --------- ---------· 
Ducks _____________ ------------------ 14, 100 

Bees (swarms of) _____ ------------------ 11, 438 40, 528 3. M ---------

V~t~~~f all live ------------------ r---------,10,932~1-==1-== 
lThe number reported. is of fowls over 3 months old. The value is o~ all, 

old and young. 
21ncluding Guinea fowls. 

':I1he comparatively high average value of steers 3 years 
and ove1· is the result of including in this class the high
priced work: oxen still used in cel:'tain districts of the state. 
':l1he number so employed is continually decreasing, as the 
number of all steers over 1 year, in 1900, was only 13,829, 

while the number of working oxen reported in 1890 

was 2·1,019; in 1880, 28,418; in 1870, 39,689; ancl in 
1860, 47,939. 



The value of all live stock on farms June 1, 1900, was 
~10~~1:~2,212. No report was secured of the value of the 
animahi not on farms. It is probable, however, that these 
anirnalH haYe sumewlw.t higher average values than those 
on farms, hut, aJlowing the same averages, the total value 
of lives tock, exclusive of poultry and bees not on farms, 

is substantially ~11,362,000. 

llISTRrBC'fIO!\ OF HOJiSES AN'D DAIRY COWS ON .FARMS BY 

SPECIFIED CLASSES. 

Tahfo 15 present:;, for a few of the groups of farms, the 
numht•r of farms reporting, the total number of horses 
awl 1fairy cows for eaC'h group, and the average number to 
a farm. In computiug the averages presented, only those 
farms which report the kind of stock undel' consideration 

are inclu(fot1. 

'rAm,E 15.-DISTHIBUTION OF HORSES AND DAmY 
cows. BY SPECIFIED CLASSES OF F.ARl\IS, JUNE l, moo. 

HOUSES. DAllt Y COWS. 

CLASSES. Farms . A vernge Farm8 A vernge 
rt;port- Number. number l'l'JlOl't- :-\umlwr. number 

mg. pc>r farm. I ing. per r11rm I . 

2"2,984 52,576 ~ I 21,497 l~~~.~;4 -----~'i.9 
Total ------------ :......::.:::::..::::;::::::.: ~-== ~ ======== :::::::=:::::::_:::=:.::::; --~-----

White farnwrs _________ 22, 912 52,442 2.3 21,448 
Colore•l fanuersl ______ 72 134 1. 9 49 

--- ~·~-- ---· ---
OWlll'l'S ~ --------------- 19,459 4:1, 741 2.2 18, 378 
'.\Ia na~~<·rs ___ ----------- 610 '> 1"4 3.ii ii92 
t'a~h temrnts ___________ 2,308 fi;2i4 2.8 1, !ll'\O 
l'lmre ternmts __________ 607 1,497 2.5 547 

--- -·~----- ---
l'11<ler 20 a1•n•s _________ 3,517 fi,3fi0 1. 5 2,657 
20 tn ~¥.I a1·rP~---· -·-- ______ 11, ::~93 22,ti'14 2.0 10, \J02 
1110 tn 174 a1·n·' ·-------- 5,0\lti }g,409 2.ti 4, 998 
17.1 to :.!-itJ iwn''- _______ 1,821 li,074 3.8 1, 799 
21ilJ tH•n·s 1m1l over----- 1,157 5,089 4.4 1, 141 

____ I ___ 

--- ---
Ila\· iuirl grain 803 1,6tl6 2.1 468 

f.!~;;~E~~~-~--~~-m 
1,554 3,440 2.2 1,000 

444 l,Ci:36 2.3 279 
tl,070 11,i\78 1. 9 5,662 

"'~'''"''"'~"'" --------1 
~.21q 4, 1)~14 2.6 1,513 
'• 10h 20, 015 2.6 8,157 
4,5~7 10, 207 2.2 4,418 

1 Inelrnlinp; 2 Iwlians 
~ ~iwimWig ·· 1

1
1art ow.ners" and "owners and tenants " 

· ne m mg "t ower and plant" and "ni1rsery stock~'" 

126, 30() 5.9 
125 2. 6 

---
104,3.59 fi. 7 

4,788 8. 0 
12, 202 6. 2 

5, Ul5 9. 4 
------

4, 722 1.8 
44, 195 4. 1 
38,827 7. 8 
20, 183 11. 2 
18, 507 16. 2 

----
1,313 2. 8 
2, 946 2. 9 

888 a. 2 
20, 896 3. 7 

7,851 5.2 
74,051 9.1 
18,489 4.2 

Tl· · .ie ernnparat1vely small mnnb(T of negro farlllers re-
pnrtmg hoi·~es and dairy cows rendeni of doubtful value 
:~ny eondmnons drawn from a comparison of the avera ·es 
for the tw n 1"1 ces• rnl · · f' f · g 

_ · ••• • _i_ ie group o a,rms operated by man-
agt·r~, shown m Table 5 to have the largest average area 
of afl\,' gro111> cl·1s-,._.1·fi l l t . -

J . - < •- '" ec1 1y enure, a.lso reports the largest 
averag-e number of horses and dairy cows. 

CHAX<.H:S I~ r, TII:E LIVE-STOCK INDUSTRY IN FIF'l'Y YEARS. 

1 he 11ro<rrps f }· l' ·;,:, · 8 0 t le ive-stock industry since 1850 is 
shown hi Table 16. 

1'ABl.E 16.-XlT:.\IBER OF DAI T CAT'fi,E IIOR, ;- .. 1 R1 COWS, OTHER NEA'l, 
. swINB: '1s5o ,_r~E~9ot1ULES AND ASSES, SHEEP, AND 

.. __ ___:.:::::-::_-:-::::::.:.::.--:::::-~---

Dairy / Other / Mules I -
cows. I neat Horses. · a11d Sl 1 

I 
ttl I 

ieep. Swine. 
! ca e. asses. 

l-1~,'~·~1.~1--~;,~~~ --5;,576 :---- ---··11 __ --
1~'' S92 75 769 43 ~54 I 302 23, 021 46 44'/ 
llti. 319 120· 567 44' 9'40 I 279 37. 652 112' 087 •is ss<i ' , 539 59, 4Hl 

1 

mi' G"9 
!l·s\· ~::...:. 119, 124 

1

1 34, 935 190 I . v ,-·"'(' I 1-m.030 :m,276 83,1'84 51,98:~ 
80,461 127,214 ,' 26,879' 82 117,107 75,120 

------_'._--~-_'.___-~_L 49 114,1s1 76,472 

1 Lambs not included:;-.---'------!_---

8 

The nature of the changes which h:we taken place during 
the past half cent.Pry in the number of farm aninutls of tlw 
various classes indicates a revolnt;ion in the general c1mr
acter of agriculture in Connecticut. Since 1850, horses 
have increased in number 95. 6 per cent, and cfairy eoWH 

47. 9 per cent. On the other hand, the number of "other 
neat cattle" has decreasPcl 28. 8 per cent; the number of 
sheep, 86. 8 per cent; and the number of swine, sn. 3 pcn
cent. ':I.1he decrease in the number of these animnls is a 
part of a change in Americ:111 agriculture by which tlw 
meat-producing industry is being shifted to tho west. rrho 
increase in the nmnbe1· of dairy cows, horsns, mul nrnlPs, 
is, at once, an adjustment of the agricnltnre of the sta.tn 
to meet the competition of the new lanr1R of the W uHt, 
and the outcome of the demand of a growing nrbm1 vopu
lation for milk, cream, vegetables, a.n<l frnitis. rriw eows 
supply one portion of this dema.ud, and the work anima.lii 
are needed in the cultiv::ttiou of the soil to nwet t;lw otlrn1·. 

ANIMAL .PI{.OlllJC'l'R. 

~l1he qmmtities nnd values of wool, mohair, dairy pro<lncP, 
:mcl other nnimal produets, inc.ludi11g tho vn.11wH of fow]H 

raised, and m1imals sold and sl:inghterod for :foo<l, ar<• 
given in Table 1 7. 

rrAm,rn 17.---(JUANrprrrrns AND VALtT1~8 <W ANfMAL 
PRODUCTS, VAIJUfiJ <W POUUI'.RY nAJHWD, ANI> 
VAIJUES Oli' ANIMATJS SOLD AND HJJAUUH'I'Im.IW1 IN 
1801). 

l'l!Ol>LTCTA. 

Wool --------··---- _ ---·---··-------· 
Mohair and grn1t hnir .. -···· __ .. _ 

~i~~m_-================~~==: 

~4~_-j=~~~~~-::-::::::::: •:_:: : 
Animal8 ~old -----· ____ _ 
AnimalH slnnghtl'l'l'd _ :_. 

'J'otaL 

llnit of munHllfl! 
ot• \n~ig·ht. (!l111.lltity. 

Ponrn1H 
J'O\llHlH 
fitLl!OllH 
C-ht!lOllH 
l'OlllHlH 
l'Ollll(lH 
IJO%C'llH 

l'otLJldH 
l'ournl1:1 

l(J.1, '1:lH 
1[tifi 

71, lll\\l, Hli:.!l 
1, Hll:l,'...!fif1 
·1,fi\11,7H!lj 

•10,ll:l:l 
7, !lri!l,·l:lll 

1~~.0001 
·.l,O\J(lf 

DA.ll{Y COWn AN!> l'ItOllCCT:-i. 

V11h1P, 

7,0ll0,1HH 

1,li:.!:J,:1111 
IJHI, :.!IJ"/ 

111, fi7()• 

I, mo, ~ari 
H,lf'1, 1:.!:I 

Agricultural ?rogress in the last; ten y<':Ll'H iH tH>WlH't'(\ 

shown more plamly than in the dniiry indm~try. rr1w Ill ii k 
produced in 1889 was 54,413, 822 gallo11 1:1, or ~1:2i>. r; ga.11 0111., 

perco~; inl899, 71,969,862 gallons, oriHiU.2 gn,ll;ms }l<'l' 

cow. The total production of milk iucl'(\:ti•m<1 a2. a pPt' 

cent, and the average per cow 33. s per cent. 
':Che amount of butter produood on fnnwi d<wrwuwd iu 

ten yea1:s, 3.6. 2 per cent, and the amount of cliecrnn 03. o pm· 
cent: Ih1s decrease is clue in pa.rt to the trarn1for of t.lw 
makmg of these prochrnts from the farm to the <.\l'P:tnwrv 

and cheese factory a l fl l . " .' ' uc s I more to the large nwre:tRC in 
the demand for milk and cream in cities. 

l'OUL'l'ItY AND EGGS. 

The value of the 1 oult. . · 1 . J · ry ra1sec m 1899 Wl1H $084 "O'"' 
and the 7 9 5 9 4 3 o d f . ' '"' 

/ 
) ' ' '' ' ozens 0 eggs pro<11we<l the i;anw venl' 

were valued at $1 523 319 Al 1 • h' k · ' ' · t wngh the rnnul)<'l' uf 
c IC ens was slightly less than the n~unber reported in 



1800, there was an increase of 41. 2 per cent in the total 
number of eggs produced. 'Turkeys decreased in number 
7 4. 4 per cent; geese, 30. 8 per cent; and ducks, 55. 2 per 
cent, from the numbers given for 1890. 

':I.1he apparent decrease in the number of all kinds of 
poultry is due principally to the fact that only fowls ovm 
three months old are included in the figures for 1900, while 
in 1890 no such limitation was made. Taking into con
sideration the increase in the numb<:>r of eggs, and making 
allowance for a possible increase in average production, it 
appears probable that there has been an actual addition, 
since 1890, to the number of fow1s over three months old. 

UVlti STOCK IN CONNECTICUT .A.ND .A.ItIZON.A.. 

The great difference in general character between the 
live-stock industry in the Eastern states and in the range 
states of thew est, is shown by rrable 18, when considered 
in eorrnection with the following facts : In Connecticut, 
the value of live stock, June 1, 1900, wn.s $10,932,212, or 
9. 6 per cent of aJl farm property. ':I.1he income derived 
from animal products was $11,651,359, or 52.7 per cent of 
n.11 farm income. In Arizona the value of the live stock 
was $15,458,717, or 51.7 per cent of the value of all farm 
property, and the receipts from animal products were 
$4, 522, 801, or 73. 2 per cent of the total income from 
agriculture. In the range states, live stock constitutes a 
larger part of all farm property, anc1 also yielcls a larger 
relative portion of all farm income. ':r11e receipts from 
animal products represent a much larger percentage on the 
investment in live stock in qonnecticut than in Arizona, 
being 106.6 per cent for the former and 29.3 per cent for 
the ln.tter. 

TABLE 18.-ANIMAL PRODUCTS IN 1899. IN CONNECTICUT 
AND ARIZONA. 

l'IWDUC·rs. 

CONNEC'l'lOU'.l'. 

Value. 
Per 
cent 
of 

total. 

ARIZONA. 

Value. 
Per 
cent 
of 

total. 

TotaL __________________ ------------ $11, 051, 359 100. O $-1, 522, 801 100. O 

2,014,358 17.3 
7 090, 188 00. 9 
2: 507' 526 21. 5 

22, 711 0.2 

Animals sold and slt1ughtererL _________ _ 

~~t\Wr~r~ii~,~~i:~8:::::=::======:::::::::: 
Wool and mohair _______________________ _ 
Honey uud wax _________________________ _ 16,576 0.1 

3,204, 758 
540, 700 
278,3i0 
431,'184 
67,'189 

70. 9 
12.0 
6.1 
9. 5 
1.5 

It is significant that while in Connecticut the greater 
portion of income from live stock is derived from those 
branches of the industry involving in their conduct the 
largest relative expense, in the Western states the reverse 
is true. 'I'he value of the reported farm products fed 'to 
animals and poultry in Connecticut in 1899 was equal to 
56. 5 per cent of the value of the live stock, while in 
Arizona the corresponding per cent was but 5. 3. 
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VEGETA HLE PRODUCTS OP 1899. 

TABLE 19.-AORES, QUANTITIES, AND VALUES OF TIIE 
VEGE'."rABLE PRODUCTS OF 1899. 

PHO DUCTS. Acres. Unit of measure Quantity. 
or weight. 

Corn___________________________ 47, 91'1 Bushels_________ 1, 931, 510 . 
'Wheat_ ____________ ------------ 3\l3 Bushels_________ 8, oliO 
Oltts ------------- -------------- 9, 883 Bushels_________ 316, 880 
Barley _______ - .. ---------------- 137 Bushels_________ 3, 400 
Rye __ ·-------------------------- 10, 282 Bushels_________ 208, 400 
Buckwheat____________________ 3, 423 Bushels_________ u2, 962 
Plaxseed ------·--------------- 3 BushelA_________ 30 
Clover seed __ .... --------------- --------- BushelA_________ 18 
Grass seed ___ ...... ·--------------- --------- Buslrnls_________ 29!i 
!fay and forage _ -------------- 478, 5fi5 Tons____________ fi:18, l!J2 
:Miscellaneous _________________ --------- ------------------ _ -----------
Tobacco----------------------- 10, 120 Pou nils--------- l6, 9BO, 770 
Dry beans------·-----·--------- 3,n Bushels_________ ti, 428 
Dry pease --------------------- 5i Bushels_________ 4tl2 
Potatoes----------------------- 27, 148 Bushels_________ 3, ·193, 534 
Sweet potatoes---------------- 2 Bushels_________ mo 
Onions---------~-------------- 1, 20fi Busl10ls_________ 422, 591 
Miscellaneous vegetables----- 11, 1·13 ------------------ ------------
Maple sugar _________ ,. _________ --------- Pounds-------··- 4, 930 
Maple sirup ------------------ --------- G11llo11s_________ 948 
Small fruits------------------- 2, 070 ---------·--------- ------------
Gmpes.------------------------ r 170 Centa.1H .... _______ 18, 229 
01·ehard fruits _________________ i::io, 91'1 ------------------ ------------
NutR __ ------------------------- --------- ------- ____ ------- ------------
I•'orest products--------------- ---------' ---··-------------- -----------
Plowe1-s and plant"------------ 188 ------·------------ ------------
Seeds-------------------------- 179 ---- -------------- ------------
Nursery stock----------------- 606 _______ .. __________ ------------

Value. 

$994, SSfl 
ti,080 

103, 459 
1, 85() 

112, 252 
3;3, 3'16 

li 
100 
148 

6,001, '.280 
4,0lfl 

3,0i4,0'.!.2 
10 'JH•J 

'<fas 
1, 714,6ii8 

98 
230,81.5 

1,036, ORi 
71i0 
986 

278, 87il 
24.;{,ll'.!. 

1,011,3'1!! 
17, 43'.!. 

1, 27~, 1~0 
,181,.:>;>8 
44, 181 

14'2,3[)5 

Total--··----------------- 63,1, 784 ------------··----- ------------ 16, 625, 589 

1 I~stirrmt0rl from uumher of trees or vines. 
2 Including value of raisins, wine, etc. 

'I'he value of the various crops in 1899 was $16,625,589. 

Of this amount, hay and forage contributed 36.1 per cent; 
tobacco, 18. 5 per cent; vegetables, including potatoes and 
onions, 18 per cent; fruits and nuts, 8.1 per cent; 
cereals, 7.5 per cent; and other products, 11.8 percent. 
The value of that portion of products fed to live stock ou 
the farms of the producers was $6, 178,000. Deducting 
this amount leaves $10,447,589, which, added to the sum 
derived from animal products, gives $22, 098, 948, the gross 
farm income. 

The la1·ge area devoted to hay and forage was quite 
evenly distributed over the state. 'l1he average yield per 
acre was 1.14 tons, and the average values were $11..05 

per ton, and $12. 54 per acre. 

TOBACCO. 

By far the most valuable "cash" crop in Connecticut is 
tobacco. Nearly the entire tobacco-growing al·ea is located 
in the Connecticut and the Housatonic valleys. Table 20 

presents, so far as can be shown by census figures, the 
statistics of the crop for the last fifty years. · 

rrAnr_,m 20.-ACREAGE AND YIELD OP TOBACCO. 1849 
TO 1899. 

YEAR. Acres. Pounds. 

1899__________________________________________ 10, 120 16, 930, 770 
8,874,92,! 1889 _______ ----- -·----------------·-------~------ 6, 331 1879 ____________ , _____________________ .;._________ 8, 666 

1869 ___________________________________________ ----------------
1859 ____________________________ :.._ - - ----------- ----- - - --- ------
184 9 _____________ - -- -- ----- - ------ - ---- - - ------ ___ , _______ ------

14,0t4,li5:! 
8,328, 798 
6, ouo, 133 
1,267,624 



In 1880 Connecticut ranked eleventh in quantity pro-

1 . 1 . l fi . ·t i"n averaae yield per acre. rrhe average t UCP< an< I S b 

vield for the United States was 702 pounds. l!..,or Co~-
. · · tlie saine year, it was 1,402 pounds, and m neetwut, rn , 
IS\HJ, l,G73 pounds. Connecticut.~vill, th.erefore, in .all 

l 1 ·1·t ·ank fin;t in average yield, as m the quality p:·o )a n 1 y 1. 

of its production. 
Tlw average price of Connecticut tobacc? in 1899 w~s 

18.2 ('.!'llhl per pound. rfhe tobacco grown H1 the State IS 

larcreh eonfiued to the grades used for cigar wrappers and 
hiI~le;·s. The higher grades, suitable for the making of 
light wrappers, have an average selling price of from 45 

to 58 cent:i a. pound. The dark-wrapper grades are worth 
from J 2 to 20 cents per pound, and the lower grades 

eommand lm .. ·er prices. 
Some years ago, when the prevailing demand was for 

8trong cigars with dark wrappers, tobacco was grown as a 
rule on the heavy soil and meadow land of the Connecticut 
Valley. "With a change in popular taste, which now calls 
for light wr:tppers and mild smoking tobacco, the heavier 
soil has been largely abandoned for the light, alluvial, 
i-;and)' terraces and plains bordering on the Connecticut 
Riv~r, which 30 years ago were largely waste lands. 

'rwo leading varieties furnish the greater portion of the 
tohaeco grown in the state. 'rhey are,. in the order of 
their importance, Connecticut broadleaf and Connecticut 
Havan:1 seedleaf. The larger part of the first-named 
variety is raised in Hartford county east of the Connecticut 
Hiver, while the Havana seedleaf is grown principally in 
the western portion of the Connecticut Valley. 

Table 21 presents the acreage and production of tobacco 
on farms of certain specified classes. 

TABLE ~1.-ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF TOBACCO 
ox l·~:ums OF SPECIFIED CLASSES IN 1899. 

CLAS'I:S. 

'l'utal --------------

"White farmers----------
Negro farmers-----------

Owners 1 ----· -----------
Man~erR ··--------------- _ 
ca~h tl'lll\lltS .. L _________ _ 

Share tenants ___________ _ 

t:rnter '.!O aeres __________ _ 
"0 to !J!l aeres 
ioo to 17.i aeres======::::: 
17:, to :.!t1V acres._---------
260 acres and over-------

NUl\IllER OF 
ACHES. NUl\IBER OF POUNDS. 

11-------11---------
Xnmber 
of farms 

reporting. T 1 I A vemge 
ota · ! per farm. 

i 
Total. Average 

per acre. 

2,90~ 
7 

2,458 
27 

18•1 
240 

528 
1,5rn 

5H3 i 
197 
105 

10,104 
16 

8,474 
69 

fi8\) 
988 

1, 789 
5,343 
1,856 

663 
469 

lfi, 930, 770 1, 673 
~--~-----

3. 5 16, 909, 030 
2. 3 21, 740 

3. 4 14, 159, 700 
2.6 105,215 
3. 2 976,325 
4.1 l, 689, 530 

3.4 
3.5 
3.3 
3.4 
4.'1 

2, 861, 928 
8, 984, :2ii6 
3, 14ti, 894 
I, 111, 024 

8:26, 068 

1, 673 
1,359 

I,~/! 
1, Dl:J 
1, ti58 
1, 710 

1, 600 
I, 681 
l,(i\lti 
1, li77 
1, 761 

1 Including "'part owners" nnd "owners and tenants." 

'l'ohacco was grown on 2,909 farms, of which 528 con
tain less than 20 acres each; 1,516, from 20 to 99 acres; 760, 
from 100 to 259 acres; and 105, 260 acres and over. It 
was the prineipal source of income of 1,960 farms, or 67.4 

l'~~r cent of the farms growing it. It was also _the prin
cipal sourc~ of income of all the farms containing less than 
3 :teres _wluch raised it. Of the groups by size mentioned 
above, It was respectively the principal source~ of income 
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of 485, or 91. 9 per cent; 1, 096, or 72. 3 per CC'ni;; 341, 

or 44. 9 per cent; and 38, or 36. 2 per cent. It was thus 

the principal source of income of nearly all of the small 
farms on which it was grown, and an incidental crop of 
the largest farms. 

CHANGES IN CROPS SINCE 1889. 

Table 22 presents the n,creage and pro,<hicts of the most 
important crops in 188\) and 1899. 

rrAnLE 22.-AOREAGE AND PHODUorJ,I<>N" OF' PRI~OIPAT; 
FAHM cm.OPS: 1880 AND 1800. 

NU~IBirn <H; AOJrnH. NLlMIIJm t)io' lll1HUIW'I. 

CHOPS. 

Barley-------------··--------------
Buckwheat _____ -----------·-------
Corn _____________ -----------·------
Oats------------------------------
Rye ------------ ------------------
\Vheat ----------------------------Hay and forage __________________ _ 
Potatoes and sweet pohttoes _____ _ 
'l'obacco ------------------------- -

1 'l'ons. 

1801) 1889 

27:! 
·1,00li 

11lJ,·Uii 
l.!·1,·J:!li 
]Ii, 100 

·I rn 
flll,728 

l.!:1,0\l!l 
H, :mt 

~ Pou1H1H. 

1899 

:J,400 
(i:.l,!lfi:.l 

I, H:ll, iilO 
!llli,:!HO 
l.!O:l,·HJO 

Ii, (j(j() 
1 ri.1:1, rn:.i 

3,,1\l:l,lilM 
~ lli, !l:!O, 770 

i1, 7·!7 
rlli,llll 

l, 11i1' \17\1 
f1\l:l, li\ll 
''I J 'l'Fl 
~ ?;,'18~ 

101\J, \l()ti 
:i,nm,unr. 
H,li7·1, lll.!·1 

Of the cereals grown, corn alone~ shows au ilierc~ai~:m<l 

acreage over that reported in 1880. rj\) meot tlw com" 
petition of the new farms of the West, the Co1111ecticmt 
farmer has been tnrning gradually from the cultivn.tion of 
cereals to other branches of agrieulture mor(~ profitable in 
his section. r:rhe rapid growth of the 11niry in the paHt 

iifty years in all parts of the Htate, arnl the nHe of <1oru in 
feeding milch cows, has lecl to an incrmtHo in the area, 
devoted to the production of that grain. rrJW l1Cl'mtgo in 
corn in 1899 was 18.5 per cent greater than ten ymm; 
before, and the production was 31.2 per ecmt greater. ~rho 

average yield per acre of nearly all other cropH was nlHo 
larger in 1899 than in 1889. ':Phis ineroase may irnlieat<.~ 
either a more favorable year, or better nwthocls of f:trmii1g. 
More complete investigation alone can determine. 

PRODUCTION 01!' COHN ON SPJ~Cil•'IlW <HtOUPH <.Ht' l•'AR:\JK. 

rrable 23 gives, for Corn, statistics similar to thor·W pre" 
sented for tobacco in rrable 21. 

TABLE 23.-AOREAGE AND PRODUO'PION OF OOR~ ON 
FARMS OF SPEOIFIED 0I;ASSE8 IN rnnn. 

=========::::========"--====::=-.::=====·---····--·-·-· 

CL.\8SES, 

Total 1 ______________ 

White farmers -----------
Negro farmers-----------

Owners I ___ ·-------------

Managers ----------------
Cash tenants--··----------Share tenants ____________ 

Under 20 acres-----------20 to 99 acres ______________ 
100 to 174 acreA ___________ 
175 to 259 acres ___________ 
260 acres and over-------

NUl'tlllim, OF ACltl~R. NtJMlllm Ol~ BllHIU:f,K. 

Nut1~~!:1~~ of11-------- ·--·-----··--·-·--···1---······ 

reporting. 'rotal. AVl~rttge Total. Avemge 
1ier farm. iier 1wre. 

--------·-·---· .. ·· 

16,223 47, Ul'1 

16,176 47,IHH 
47 101 

13, 886 39, 71G 
481 1, 1rn2 

1,428 4,f11G 
478 l, 990 

l,fiGI 2, lfi4 
8,073 18, \J1J7 
4,139 H,230 
1,493 ll, Gill 

957 5, 91i2 

3. 0 

a.o 
2.1 

2. 9 
3. 9 
a. 2 
4.2 

1. 4 
2.Jl 
a.4 
4.·l 
6.2 

l, o:n, lilO 

1,91.!8, id() 
2,1)\)() 

l,mm, ~HJ 
(i8, 7i>O 

171, 170 
82,Hl:\O 

71i,:lt0 
782,·ll:\() 
:>88,·Hlll 
2!1U, \170 
240,:3:.W 

40. a 

·Hl. r, 
.JO. 0 
:l7. \) 
41.·I 

:lfi.O 
as.n 
41.0 
·Jfi.2 
40.•1 

1 Including "part owner'8" and "owners and te1mnts. 11 



The production of corn was less per acre on the farms of 
colored farmers than on those of white farmers, as was 
the production of tobacco. The yield of corn was also, 
as a l;Ule, greater per acre On the larger than on the smaller 
farms. No deduction can be made with reference to the 
crops grouped by tenure, since the figures for corn are 
quite different from those for tobacco. 

VEGETABLES AND 8UALL l<'RUITS. 

The value of all vegetables, in.eluding potatoes and 
onions, was $2, 981,653. 0£ this amount potatoes con
tributed 57.5 per cent. Of the 422,591 bushels of onions 
grown, Fairfield county reported 69. 7 per cent. In 1889 

the total value of garden products, including small fruits 
sold, was $371, 207. In 1899 the v.alue of vegetables, 
other than potatoes and sweet potatoes, and onions, was 
$1,036,087, and of small fruits, $278,373, a total of 
$1,314,460. ~Phe great difference between the values 
reported in 1889 and 1899 is doubtless caused by the faet 
that the figures for the latter year include more fnlly the 
values of vegetables and small fruits raised for home con
sumption. To the miscellaneous vegetables referred to 
above, 11, 143. acres were devoted. A large part of this 
acreage was used for family gardens, the products of which 
were not reported in detail. Of vegetables, mention has 
been made only of the more important. ':I.10 the cultivation 
of sweet corn, 1,974 acres were devoted; to cabbages, 950 

acres; and to tomatoes, 774 acres. 
The areas devoted to small fruits, and the products de

rived therefrom, were as follows : Black berries and dew
berries, 177 acres and 275,310 quarts·; currants, 189 acres 
and 245,990 quarts; gooseberries, 12 acres and 8,010 

quarts; raspberries, 366 acres and 503,210 quarts; st,raw
berries, 1,028 acres and 2,569, 120 quarts; cranberries, 275 

acres and 6, 921 bushels ; unclassified fruits, 23 acres and 
15,300 quarts. 

ORCHARD FRUITS. 

':Phe changes in orchard fruits since 1890 may be seen 
in the following table : 

TABLE 24.-0ROHARD TREES .AND FRUITS: 1890 
AND 1900. 

NUMBER OF TREES. BUSHELS OF FRUIT. 

-1-~F-lc-~~-ts--=-==-:-~·-~-':-:_-==-==-=-==-==-=-==-= I -1.-::-:-.~-rn-l-1.-::-:-.~-~~-11--3-,:-:-:.·-9~-~ l-1-~·-.:-:-72-i 
Cherries ------------------------ 20, 390 12, 680 12, 271 2, 875 
Peaehes------------------------- 5:22, 7:.m 88, 655 61, 775 37, 295 
Pe11rs ----------------------,----- 79, :2-13 55, 141 ·41, 485 25, 862 
Plums and prunes-------------- 53, 303 4, 098 9, 733 36'1 

In the ten years since 1890, the number of apple trees 
of bearing age increased 4. 7 per cent; cherry trees, 60. 8; 

peach trees, 489. 6; pear trees, 43. 7; plum and prune 
trees, 1,201.9. The season of 1899 was unusually favor
able to the apple crop, the average yield per tree being 
3.2 bushels for the entire state, and the total product 86.0 

per cent greater than in 1889. 11he very large relative 
increase in the number of peach and plum trees is the 
result of a rapid development, during the decade, of this 
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branch of horticulture, especially in Hartford and New 
Haven counties. Of the total increase of 483,326 trees, 
241, 115, or 49. 9 per cent, were reported by these two 
counties. 

CULTURE OF !<'LOWERS AND THE UBI~ OJ<' GLASS IN 

AGRICULTURE. 

The area devoted to the cultivation of flowe1·s and orna
mental plants in 1899 was 188 acres, and the value of 
the products solcl·therefrom was $487,338. These flowers 
and plants were grown by 208 farrners and florists. Of 
this number 168 made commercial tloriculture their prin
cipal business. 

These 168 l)roprietors reported green110nses wit11 a glass 
surface of 2,241,297 square feet. 'l1he capital invested in 
land, buildings, implements, and live stock was $1, 313, 28G, 

of which $778,072 i·epresents the value of buildings. 
'I'heir sales of flowers and plant~ amounted to $482, 977, 
and the other products raised were worth $25,G.13. ,.I'hey 
expended $137,492 for labor and $13,125 for fertilizers. 
· In addition to the 168. principal florists' establishments, 
26G farms and market gardens made use of glass in the 
propagation of flowers, plants, or vegetables. ':r1liey had 
rm area under glass of 355,377 square feet, making, with 
the 1,680,973 square feet belonging to the florists' estab
lishments, a total of 2,036,350 square feet. 

EXPENDITURES FOR LABOR AND FERTILIZERS. 

The amount expended in 1899 fo1· labor, inclu~ing the 
value of board furnished, was $4, 103,420, an average of 
$15 2 per farm. The exp en di tures for fertilizers increased 
from $609,649 in 1889, to \llil,078,240 in l899, a gain of 
76. 9 per cent. Of the total amount expended in the latter 
year, $428, 170, or very nearly 40 per cent, represents the 
value of fertilizers used on to bacoo farms. The great 
relative importance of commercial fertilizers, in connec
tion with tobacco culture in Connecticut is further shown 
by the fact that the average expenditure per farm for such 
fertilizers, in 1899, was $218 for tobacco farms, while for 
all farms, it was but $40. In 1899, each farmer in the 
state expended, on an average, $17 more for fertilizers 
than he did ten years before. 

IRRIGATION. 

Irrigation does not occupy a very prominent place in 
the agriculture of Connecticut. While the state is well 
supplied with running streams, the contour of the country 
is such that it is impracticable to irrigate large areas. 
The most favorable spots for the artificial application of 
water to aid in the growing of crops are on the bottom 
lands edging the streams, lands princir)ally used for mead
ows. Here ditches are constructed and limited areas are 
irrigated with comparatively little cost. For land of 
greater elevation, irrigation involves considerable expense_. 

In 1899, 56 farms made use of irrigation. The total 
area under ditch was 471 acres, an average of about 8 
acres per farm. ,.l1he cost of the pipes, ditches, pumps, 
and reservoirs used on these farms was $16, 113, an average 
of $34. 21 per acre irrigated. 


